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Á The federal Highlands Region is a 

3.5 million-acre region stretching 

across Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 

New York and Connecticut. 

Á The U.S. Forest Service, in 

cooperation with New York and 

New Jersey, issued a federal study 

on the Highlands in 1992.

Á That study was updated in 2002 

found an 11% population increase 

from 1990 to 2000. 

Á The Highlands Conservation Act 

was signed Nov. 30, 2004 by 

President Bush. The Act is 

designed to assist the four states in 

conserving land and natural 

resources in the Highlands Region 

through federal assistance for land 

conservation projects.
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Land Use Change in the Highlands



Á The 859,358-acre 
Highlands Region is 
roughly divided in 
half  into the 
Preservation Area 
(414,965 acres) and 
Planning Area 
(444,394 acres).

Á The Highlands 
Region stretches over 
seven counties and 
includes 88 
municipalities. Five 
are entirely in the 
Preservation Area; 36 
are entirely in the 
Planning Area; 47 
have lands in each.
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Resource Assessment

Â The Highlands Water Protection 
and Planning Act required that the 
Regional Master Plan be based on a 
resource assessment.

Â Determine the amount and type of 
development that can be 
accommodated while sustaining the 
overall values of the Highlands:

V Surface and Ground Water

V Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology

V Scenic and Aesthetic

V Cultural and Historic

V Open Space

V Farmland

V Recreation 

Â Establish land use policies required 
to maintain and enhance such 
resources.



The RMP and Open Space

òA ratio of undeveloped land to developed 
land of 3 to 1 is a particularly distinguishing 
regional characteristic given the location of 
the Highlands Region in northern New Jersey, 
one of the most densely populated parts of the 
most densely populated state in the nation. 
The relationship created by these shared views 
of open space between developed lands and 
undeveloped lands links the communities of 
the Region together because that shared, 
visible open space aids in defining the 
character of a community.ó

The Highlands Regional Master Plan includes Open Space as 
one of the òshared valuesó of the Highlands Region:

Of  the 859,358 acres of  land in the Highlands Region, 32 percent or 

273,457 acres are protected through land preservation as open space 

and agriculture. 


